
 

 

 
 
Hon Kathleen O. Wynne  
Room 281, Main Legislative Building,  
Queen's Park 
Toronto, Ontario  
M7A 1A1 
 
Dear Premier: 
 
It continues to be an honour to serve as Ontario NDP Education Critic. Over the last 
year, Andrea Horwath and Ontario New Democrats have worked with education 
workers, students and families to advocate for high quality education and hold your 
government to account—your failures in education have certainly kept us busy.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to highlight how your government continues to 
disappoint Ontario families by delivering your Minister of Education a failing grade 
in each of the four categories outlined in her response letter. It is clear that your 
government is growing more out of touch with the needs of families and failing in 
providing our kids with a high-quality education that will help them to get ahead. 
 
Failing to Achieve Excellence 

 
• Failing to deliver affordable childcare spaces, capped at $15/day per child 

despite passing a NDP motion last year to work towards this goal 
• Disappointing families with children participating in nearly 1 000 full-day 

kindergarten (FDK) classes with more than 30 students per classroom  
• Allowing over 300 FDK-Grade 1 split classes across Ontario 
• Abandoning special needs students and their families across 38 school 

boards by slashing funding 
• Cutting funding for supports in the classroom, like textbooks and 

supplies, at a time when we should be ensuring every student has the 
tools necessary to succeed 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Failing to Ensure Equity 
 

• Government has yet to establish an Anti-Racism Secretariat, despite 
continuing pressure from New Democrats 

• Lengthy process to identify and support students with special education 
needs 

 
Failing to Promote Well-Being 
 

• Taking a “hands off approach,” to student safety by not setting guidelines 
for collision and incidents reporting among transportation consortia 

• Failing to work in collaboration with the Minister of Transportation to 
ensure school busses pass proper safety inspections  

 
Failing to Enhance Public Confidence 
 

• Allowing our schools to crumble by neglecting the $15 billion repair 
backlog 

• Fast tracking school closures and making it more difficult for families and 
stakeholders to have a voice in these decisions 

• Closing nearly 100 schools across the province since 2011 
• Dragging your feet on the implementation of community hubs 

 
Premier, I hope you ensure that you Minister of Education will address each of these 
issues in 2015-16. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Lisa Gretzky, MPP  
Windsor West 
 


